
    3975 Riverhaven Drive
      Reno, Nevada  89519

March 7, 2022

Mr. Peter Gelb, General Manager
The New York Metropolitan Opera

Dear Mr. Gelb

I was shocked, I was stunned, and I was outraged by your decision to ban Anna Netrebko from
the Met’s stage for failing to condemn Vladimir Putin.

Ms. Netrebko has publicly stated, "I am opposed to this senseless war of aggression, and I am
calling on Russia to end this war right now to save all of us. We need peace right now."  That is
good enough for me; why is it not good enough for The Met?

Ms. Netrebko may fear for her life if she were to condemn Putin by name, but she has spoken out
against his actions in unequivocal terms.  Furthermore, speaking out against Putin’s actions
without condemning him personally may actually be more effective, not less, than what you and
The Met are trying to coerce her to do.

Your behavior reminds me of the Joseph McCarthy hearings in the 1950s, and you should be
ashamed of yourself.

I have no illusions that this letter will cause you to reflect on your decision and lead you to
reconsider.  Rather, I know my words will fall on deaf ears.  But mine is not the only voice
expressing this view, and some of the others speak to a far larger audience than do I.  I can,
however, do more than simply write this letter.

Last year I named The Met as the sole beneficiary of my IRA, and later today I will instruct that
IRA’s trustees to remove The Met as beneficiary.  My IRA’s value is around $����������, and
while that may not be a huge sum, neither is it a drop in the bucket.  I shall also make no further
cash donations to The Met.  Last year I gave The Met $500, and this year I was anticipating
giving at least $1,000.  Finally, I will no longer attend any of The Met’s Live in HD
transmissions.

Your action regarding Ms. Netrebko was absolutely wrong, Mr. Gelb, and I hope that many other
opera lovers will respond as I am.

Richard D. Schiveley

Richard D. Schiveley


